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SMOKIN'

[OUR cylinders, sixteen valves, and single turbos have
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80s. Drift Is skilled sideways driving, with razor-sharp car

control; and it's exciting to watch. Drift is possibly the fastest growing

m«nofmmmsponinmdlaﬁmtnowandﬂ's}ustammwbam
over by a pair of hulking great Aussie V8 utes — one Holden Crewrmarn,
mFNdXHB.Mh'acombinadmarawhaelpowermutmmof
1200hp, this pair of heavyweight brulsers is bristiing to serve up some
harcicora Aussie domination on the small-cube imports that currently
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supercharger specialist CAPA and Donut King stuntman Robbie
B_dg_er.GAPﬁbTmyHulhhasmemow-howtomakethasacﬂsgnmt
hard and Robbie has the talant to get them sideways in & big hurry,

*Personally | don't give a toss for drag racing," Robbie blurts
diplomatically In his thick Irish drawl. *I'd much rather do something
reaﬂymﬁﬁng.wﬂhsmxecoms.wmrewacanmakalotsafm
smoke sideways, rather than just in a straight line, That's why I've got
m.almonbein’gmbeatolmemlssleaatmisdﬂﬂhg.'

We got to see Robbie in action at South Australia’s Malalla
Raceway and | had a lash at this drifting caper myself. A daunting
prospect at the best of times but on a damp track you can bet | was
shitting bricks!

The Crewman is the more modified car of the pair — and more

‘daunting. Under the bonnet is a built LS1, with an Intercooled Vortech

T Trim supercharger kit, generating 688hp at the rear wheels on

rnuled the predominantly Japanese sport of drifing since

pump gas — something it's going to be required toa do under extreme
conditions time and time again,

The balance between camshaft and supercharger has been critical
for developing the power, with Rulle stepping well outside the squara
and opting for a high lift and duration cam that still has the traditional
blown V8 builders shaking their heads In disbelief. Factor in a healthy
— but still falrdy conservative — 11psi of boost from the intercooled
Vortech T Trim supercharger and the makings are there for seasons of
sideways fun.

Suspension set-up has also recelved some attention in the
Crewmnan, making the extended ute lower and stiffer with the fitrnent
of coll-over suspension uprights up front and reset rear leal springs
sorting the tall out, There are also AP multi-piston calipars front and
rear to give massive stopping power at the 200km/h plus speeds that

W

YOU don’t need to be a multi-millionaire to
go drifting. All you need is a mechanically
sound car, some stiff and low suspension,
and enough sets of rear tyres to get you
through the day. Even with the wear 'n’
tear on the rubber, drifting is probably
the best value motorsport of the moment,
with competition and practice entry prices
ranging between $15 and $50.

Control the body roll with some super-
stiff springs in your Holden or Ford, install

the heaviest rear sway bar you can find, and on the sidelines, that you will get to see the

add some camber to the front wheels to
help the car tum in to the comers. Getting
additional castor dialled in to the wheel
alignment helps the steering self-centre and
can be a real boon in a totally outta control
situation.

The rest is pretty much up to you but
practice is the most important part of the
drifting process. Get to as many events as
you can, and slowly — carefully — start to
learn the technigues required for sliding. It's
okay to watch for a while first as it's here,

real differences between the pros and the
also-rans.

Be prepared for the odd bit of panel
damage though — finding the drifting limits
of your combo often ends up against the
tyre barrier. Thankfully, drift speeds are
fairly low compared to those encountered in
gither circuit or drag racing, so the factory
safety gear (seat belts etc) should suffice
for most events.

For more information on drift
competitions and practice days in Australia,

check out these websites:
NSW — www.initialdrift.com.au
0LD — www.driftzone.com
VIC - www.fulllock.com
SA — www.clubpsi.org
General — www.ausdrift.com




AROUND IN THE BLINK OF AN EYE

CAPA CREWMAN

Engine: 346ci LS1 V8
Internals: Forged pistons, H-beam
conrods

Heads: Ported heads, big valves
Induetion: FAST intake manifold
and 100mm throttle body
Blower: Vortech T Trim
Intercooler: CAPA double
thickness, drift-spec

Fuel system: 50Ib/hour fuel
injectors, twin Bosch Motorsport
fuel pumps

Exhaust: CES 1/s-inch,
A-into-1 headers; CAPA

single four-inch exhaust

system

Front: Coil-over adjustable shock
absorbers

Rear: Reset leaf springs, uprated
shock absorbers

Front: AP six-piston caliper,
385mm, two-piece discs
Rear: AP four-piston caliper,
330mm, ane-piece discs

Rims: 20x8.5 Advanti Racing
Rubber: Ventus Sport 235/35




CAPA XRB8
DONK SUSPENSION

ROLLING
STOCK

WITH ITS SOFT SUSPENSION SET-UP, THE XR8 BECOMES
A REAL HANDFUL TO DRIFT CLEANLY
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‘, Can you make skid
t‘ \ : P . PO marks when the
<> ; !’ & o track’s wet? Donnon
reckons you can!
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Street Machine




There's only one
kind of sponsorship
you really want in
drifting ...
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